Every year 2800 deaths in Pacific island countries result from diarrhoea, and most are children under five years of age. These tragic diarrheal deaths are preventable as they are often linked to unsafe water, lack of proper sanitation facilities and poor hygienic practices. Effective preventive management through the framework of a drinking Water Safety Plan (WSP) is an efficient mechanism for ensuring the safe quality of drinking water thereby reducing the burden of water related diseases.
INTRODUCTION
Access to safe drinking water is a basic human need and essential to public health. The resolution of the 64th United Nations General Assembly declared the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as a human right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights (UN News Centre ). However, illness and death arising from drinking unsafe water has continued to impact communities throughout the world and the Pacific. 
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A great strength of drinking WSPs is the applicability of the risk assessment and risk management approach to any water supply system (large or small). Experiences from introducing WSPs internationally show that providing guidelines or templates to trigger the thinking process on risk assessment and risk management is a useful tool. These It is believed that the approach of training local facilitators in the respective country to empower communities with the WSP concept is effective and has potential for further replication in rural Pacific island communities to improve drinking water quality and reduce the burden of water related diseases.
